Cooperative Learning Lesson Plan 
Author:  Kourtnie Jeffcoat
Date Created: March 21, 2013
Subject(s): English II
Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Themes and Genres
Grade Level: 10th
Materials: Computer with Internet access, paper, pencil, positive attitude
Summary (and Rationale):  Students will use their research skills to create a mini lesson that they can teach to the rest of the class concerning a particular theme/genre. By becoming an expert on their particular content area they will be able to teach the other members of the class in order to save time and maximize the amount of attention paid to the content. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 minutes] As a class, we will review the definition of theme and genre. I will ask students to tell me what they remember from the previous day’s lesson about themes and genres. 
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	The student will be able to identify characteristics of a genre or theme and then prepare a concise lesson that showcases those characteristics so that other students may learn from them.
	I will assess the student’s progress by their participation in the mini lesson as well as their peer evaluation. By using these two resources together I will be able to determine whether the student participated sufficiently. I will also ask that the students create quiz questions for their particular genre that we will compile together to make a unit test on the genres as well as complete a one page reflection of the process.  


III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [20 minutes]
I will assign the groups and explain the assignment to the students. We will then have a few minutes for questions. Each group will be given one genre that will be paired with a theme. These will be related in some way. For example, the genre would be fiction and the theme would be romance. I will give the students the option to change their theme if they would like however the genre must remain the same. The groups are charged with the task of creating a five to ten minute “mini-lesson” on their particular topic. They are to pull in as many multimedia aspects as possible (videos, animations, cartoons, movie posters etc.) They have to make some sort of visual aid to accompany their lesson (Powerpoint presentations are acceptable but the students are encouraged to broaden their horizons) At the end, the group must submit at least 5 quiz questions that will be added to the unit test. They can be on anything covered in their presentations. I encourage the other groups to take notes when they are not presenting. I will explain that to the students that they will have to complete a peer evaluation to count for a participation grade. They are to also write a one-page reflection on the experience that will count towards their grade. 
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [70 minutes]
The students will go to the library where they can work on their projects separately.  They will have two days of computer lab time. Any portions of the project that are not finished in that time will need to be finished outside of class. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): 

Because we will be spending so much time in the library, I will be circulating amongst the groups to monitor progress. If I feel like a group is not making sufficient progress then I will identify the reason why and will switch group members around if I feel the need. This is project based learning at it’s finest and I feel that the students should be able to draw their own conclusions with as little intrusion from the teacher as possible. I will act as a facilitator only. 
VI. Independent Practice: 
For this particular lesson, independent practice is only necessary if the students do not finish their projects in class. 
STANDARDS:
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically
Plans for Individual Differences: 

For students who are absent, I will save their place in a group so that when they return they will be on track. I will ask the other students in their group to save a task for the missing student so that they can all participate equally. For students who are uncomfortable with presenting to the class, even in a group setting, I will give them the option to make an animation of some sort to elaborate their part of the presentation. They always have the option to take a more behind the scenes role and do not actually have to speak during the presentation, however I would like for them to come speak to me about it so that we can work out a solution. 
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