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Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Letter-Writing, Critical Thinking, Reading Skills, Writing Skills, Argument
Grade Level: 10th 
Materials: “A Farewell to Arms” by Ernest Hemingway, Internet, Paper, Pencil
Summary (and Rationale):  The students will be asked to write a letter to one of the characters in “A Farewell to Arms” regarding the events that have occurred in the novel and more specifically the topic of war. This lesson emphasizes the importance of communication skills, understanding point of view, and also writing arguments that are supported with quantifiable evidence. 
I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): [10 min]

We will review, as a class, the events that have occurred in the novel thus far. We will also discuss what we already know about this period in Europe’s history. I will ask the students to consider only what was going on in Europe and not the role of the United States. The students will take notes on what information their peers have to offer. 
II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 
	Objectives
	Assessments

	Students will be able to conduct brief research in order to develop an argument on the topic of war in Europe during the first World War. They will use this information to develop an argument regarding their standpoint. 
	Aside from the final product, I will look at the sources presented. Students will hand these in to me at the end of the class period. They will receive a separate grade for these. We will also be discussing argument in their daily journals. 


State the objective: [5 min]
Assessment: [0 min]

III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):  [10 min]
Students will need to use their critical thinking skills to develop an argument for or against World War I. The students will also be able to practice their writing skills as this will be a somewhat informal letter. The students will be required to conduct a short amount of research into the politics of World War I Europe. They will be required to cite at least 3 sources; Wikipedia cannot be one of them. They will be given in class time to do this. The sources are due at the end of the class period as well as a rough draft of their argument. The letter must be at least two pages in length; double spaced, Times New Roman, twelve point font. The students must cite their sources in MPA format and attach them to the end. The final product will be due at the end of the week.
IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance): [65 min]
Students will use this class time in the computer lab to research their arguments. Once they have found 3 concrete sources, they will then develop a rough draft of their argument which they will turn in along with their sources at the end of class. I will be available to help guide them through this process. If they finish early then they may begin to work on their final project. 
V. Closure (Plan for maintenance): [5 min]
I will answer any final questions that the students have and give them feedback as necessary. I will clarify the due date and restate the objective of the assignment so that it is fresh in the students’ minds. 
VI. Independent Practice: [as much time as necessary]
Students will work on their letter. They may use as much time out of class as they need as long as it is turned in by the end of the week. 
STANDARDS:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
HS.SI.1 Evaluate resources needed to solve a given problem.

HS.TT.1 Use technology and other resources for assigned tasks.

HS.SE.1 Analyze issues and practices of responsible behavior when using resources.

Plans for Individual Differences: 

Independent Study- Students will have to do independent research in order to write their letters because they will need to research WW1 politics before doing their assignments.
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